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A Legislative Obituary: Best Wasn't Good Enough

By PHILIP E. WATSON ‘ltructun. All of them, ex-County Assessors. I Xknow til a few weeks before the Taxation Code, when it final- ment property taxes have ris-
County Assessor cept the proposal to rebate |from the many speeches 1|session was due to ldjoum.!ly returned to the Assembly en to levels which cause them
For a legislative session part of the property taxes have made on the subject Because the Assembly lead-|after the Senate had com:|is he regressive and to weak-|
that began with such confi- paid by needy, elderly home-|over the last threc years that |ership was committed to the|pleted its butcher job on it | an the ability of local govern-
dent assurances of property owners, have been before homeowners by the thou-ﬂnckuc. as a package, it WIIlI“ that was left were two ment to meet its responsibll-
tax reform, the final results the legislature before. Both sands would breathe a eollec-‘lmpoulblo to get individual|small sections, One was a ™ s
were nothing short of dismal. the Assembly and Sentate tax tive sigh of relief if we could |consideration of any of the six-cent-a-pack cigarette tax ities to the people of Califor-
As the session wound up committees had spent more do away with this nuisance reforms. lincrease; the other placed |nia, For these reasons, the
its six-month term in the clos- than a year and many thou- tax. | A third reason for the sales taxes on leased person-|[egislature further declares
ing moments of June 18, left sands of dollars studying| Yet even this non-contro- property tax reform goose-|al property. |that it is the purpose of lhc\
on the legislative scrap-pile ways to overhaul the prop-|versial reform failed of pass- egg was that all the reform| Needless to say, the Assem-|State Legislature to reduce|
were such measures as the erty tax. age. | measures were tied in to the bly rejected the nbbruxmed;me burden of local property|
exemption of household furn-| While it would have been What went wrong? Why, hassle over budget and nvs-.Son'nu version of the “pack-'taxes .,.”
ishings, a statewide standard unrealistic to have expected after six months in session, [nues. With the governor's age” and what was left of it|  myege words were the con-
ratio, taxation of business in-/all of them to pass at this was the property tax a bIlllurpriu announcement that|joined the scrap-heap of ““'\cludlng section of the Unruh-
ventories on an annual aver- session—particularly in view zero? he'd had second thoughtsfinished business on thelp. . il Let them stand as
age, and property tax relief/of the Senate’s absorption in| There were many reasons. {about needing any new taxes, | floor. la starting point next time the
for the elderly. ttrying to reapportion itself— First of all, there was thethe handwriting on"tho wall| 3 |legislature meets to consider
Never even given a hearing|it did not seem over-opﬂmb-‘o\-er-rldmll reapportionment clearly spelled out “No prop-| SO ONCE MORE the prop-| .. property tax problems.
was the measure 1 consider tic to expect that at Jeast problem mentioned elr\ler.‘eny tax reform this session.” \crly taxpayer has been left|
the most important of all— some of these very important y vos | b |holding ‘l.ho bag . . 3 bag| :
my proposal to place an over-reforms would be enacted. | SECOND, the major prop-| THE FATE of the Unruh- marked rising taxes. | Fire Control Technician|
all limit on the amount of o < erty tax reform bill, the Petris package deserves a| Perhaps it might be appro- S-;aman Appren, Creighton E
property taxes that can be! I ESPECIALLY regret that omnibus Unruh-Petris pack-|special note in this backward |priate to suggest that every |Wilking, son of Richard Wil
no actioa occurred to end the age, though announced early |look at what might have been homeowner send the follow- king of 2314 W, 180th St,, is
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p_— » !luation of household fur-in the session, was not intro- but wasn't. ing reminder message to hh\urving aboard the anti-sub-|

THESE WERE measures nishings. Here was a meas- duced until Aprii 6, when A 249-page document in its Assemblyman and State Sen-‘mlrinn warfare (ASW) sup-
which would have given sig- ure that had no organized op- more than onethird of the initial draft, changing, delet-,’ntor: |port aircraft carrier Uss
nificant and much-needed n-‘puitlon. It was supported hy‘uuion had alread) gone, and}lng or adding more than 500, “The Legislature finds and|{Hornet, presently operating
form to our property taxithe State Association ofldid not reach the Senate un-|sections in the Re and declares that local govern-lin the Western Pacific.
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Pork

PEACHES

ROMAINE BANANAS

Golden Creme. Creme Pac. Dessert favorite for all ages!

ICE CREAM

Golden Creme Hamburgerer Hot
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Van Camp. Tops for that hearty chuck wagon supperl
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